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Michael 
Smith
Designed initially as a rental investment 

for a couple approaching their empty 

nest years, the owners instead turned 

their focus towards their own future in 

the house, bringing in Wilton based ar-

chitect, Michael Smith, to help realize 

that dream.

   Located on Belle Island in Rowayton, 

Connecticut, the project faced several 

obstacles. Local zoning restrictions and 

tight constraints due to the size of the 

site, were just a few Smith had to work 

around. In addition, the existing cottage 

structure had to be retained and could 

not be expanded outside of the origi-

nal footprint of the house. The solution 

was an addition that went upward, not 

outward. Smith was also mindful not to 

overwhelm the surrounding properties 

in the immediate neighborhood, and as 

a result the house was smaller (1800 

square feet +/-) but in keeping with those 

around it.

   Drawing inspiration from the “informal 

beachy feel of the Belle Island communi-

ty” and from the quaintness of the “exist-

ing dilapidated cottage”, Smith worked 

closely with the couple to include those 

design elements most important to this 

project. The existing wrap-around porch 

was to be maintained and additional 

porches were to be created to take ad-

vantage of the panoramic water views. 

This collaboration was particularly im-

portant when it came to adding a roof 

deck to the new third level. “We spent 

Michael SMith architectS l.l.c.
462 Danbury Road   
Wilton, Connecticut 06897
203.563.0553   
michaelsmitharchitects.com

Builder: total care
An affiliate of Country Club Homes
462 Danbury Road, Wilton, CT
203.210.7080
 
interior deSign: dhdeSign
David Hammond
59 Ferris Hill Road
New Canaan, CT 06840
917.414.2958
davidhammonddesign.org

a great deal of time during construction 

revising the design to capture this view” 

according to Smith.

   Like similar projects Smith has worked 

on, this was “Influenced heavily by the 

coastal New England vernacular” inside 

and out. Small, separate rooms were 

opened up to create a light, informal cot-

tage feel that was casual yet elegant.  

Natural light streams into the living ar-

eas of the new third level courtesy of the 

magnificent Palladian window, as well 

as through French doors that were used 

to connect interior spaces and replace 

some of the original, small double-hung 

windows. The eclectic blending of tra-

ditional and transitional furnishings has 

been combined with cottage-style de-

sign elements such as horizontal panel-

ing and a stone surround on the living 

room fireplace to help anchor the overall 

design aesthetic. The neutral color pal-

ette on the walls evokes a vision of sand 

from the nearby beach while the sight 

and smells of the water from Long Island 

Sound fill your senses as you gaze out 

atop this cottage by the sea.
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Michael SMith architectS l.l.c.
462 Danbury Road, Wilton, Connecticut 06897
203.563.0553, michaelsmitharchitects.com

Michael Smith Architects (MSA) was 
founded in 1999 by firm principal Mi-
chael Smith. Mr. Smith has designed a 
wide range of high quality projects in-
cluding large single family custom resi-
dences, boutique commercial projects, 
educational facilities, and multi-family 
residential projects. MSA and its current 

staff have over 15 years of experience in a diverse range of 
projects focusing primarily on highly customized residential 
architecture in the New York City metropolitan area.  Michael 
Smith Architects views each project as client specific and works 
to create custom solutions that respond to the client’s wishes, 
the environment, and the historical context of the project. The 
underlying design philosophy of the Firm centers around the 
idea that the careful application of the design principles of sim-
plicity, consistency, and authenticity will yield a timeless work 
of architecture regardless of the style or type of building.

Neil haUcK architectS
859 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820
203.655.9340, neilhauckarchitects.com

Neil Hauck, AIA, established his archi-
tectural practice in 1988. Since then, 
his firm has produced a diverse body 
of work, including new homes, home 
renovations, civic and commercial proj-
ects. He takes a holistic approach to the 
process of design, whereby each project 
evolves as a unique response to the cli-

ent’s intentions, as well as the site and surrounding context. “I 
begin each project by observing such things as the landscape, 
topography, surrounding views, and the site’s orientation to 
the sun and prevailing breezes, so that I can design with these 
things in mind. My goal is to create houses that are light and 
airy, that function well, that blend seamlessly into the natural 
and built environment, and that are beautiful to both look out 
of as well as look at.”

Patricia M Miller reSiDeNtial DeSiGN, llc
318 Goodhill Road, Weston, CT 06883
203.227.7333, PMMArch.com

Pat Miller has specialized in creating 
home renovations in lower Fairfield 
County since 1980. From traditional to 
shingle style to contemporary, her ap-
proach to design is to create something 
special and exciting for each client. The 
greatest challenge of a renovation is to 
take a space that people have lived in, and 

change that space to accommodate how their owners’ lives, 
lifestyles and requirements have changed. Her many renova-
tions over the years have demonstrated how any house can be 
transformed into a warmer, more gracious and inviting home 
that fits  the new needs of the owner. Perhaps the greatest sign 
of her success is the recognition of what her clients identify 
as “A Pat Miller House,” a home that combines great design 
and function with charm.

Peter caDOUX architectS
35 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06880
203.227-4304, cadouxaia.com

The son of a builder, Peter Cadoux grew 
up drawn to the design aspect of build-
ing. He then earned both his Bachelor 
the Rhode Island School of Design. 
Since opening the office 18 years ago, 
he has become increasingly recognized 
as an authority on exceptionally good 
taste in architecture. His work has been 

nationally featured in the New York Times, Forbes, Better Homes 
and Gardens, Bon Appétit as well as numerous Connecticut-based 
magazines (Fairfield County Home, Westport Magazine, Weston Maga-
zine, and Connecticut Cottages and Gardens.)
   Peter is a member of the National Chapter of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects (AIA), the Connecticut and New 
York chapters of the AIA, and The National Trust for His-
toric Preservation and is certified by the National Council of 
Architecture Registration Boards (NCARB). He is licensed in 
the states of Connecticut and New York.
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interactive with its social and physical surroundings. 
 Ultimately we seek a house that grows and connects 
with you on a number of levels the more you experience 
and live in it. We do not have a style of architecture. Each 
project is a unique response to the individual client’s in-
terests and situation. Each of our houses is a creative and 
thoughtful response to these criteria. We are not selling 
an image or a product, but rather a creative design service 
and methodology that seeks to fi nd the best overall design 
solution for your particular site and lifestyle.

JONATHAN WAGNER, AIA ARCHITECTS
(203) 454-1821
www.jwaia.com

Jonathan Wagner, AIA is an architect practicing in Weston, 
CT specializing in imaginative high end residential and 
commercial projects. A passion for regionalism (especially 
New England Colonial architecture) and a Cornell train-

ing in Modernism infl uences all of his 
work, with the appropriate measure of 
both incorporated into each project.  
His work has been featured in publica-
tions ranging from House Beautiful to 
Dwell Magazine, with a recent award 
winning project described by Connecti-

cut Magazine as “pushing the limits of the vernacular” and 
“blurring the traditional/contemporary frontier”. 
 Mr. Wagner’s work includes additions, new houses, large 
waterfront homes and numerous apartments in New York 
City; and ranges from renovating the late Paul Newman’s 
home to currently serving as the Architect for interior re-
modeling of the 16 story People’s United Bank building in 
Bridgeport. Each has embodied unique challenges that have 
been addressed in creative, understated and thoughtful ways.
 Mr. Wagner is the former President of the Connecticut 
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and is 
Director of Land Acquisition for the Aspetuck Land Trust.

JONES BYRNE MARGEOTES PARTNERS
245 Mill Street, Greenwich, CT 06830 
(203) 531-1588
www.jbmparch.com

NEIL HAUCK ARCHITECTS
859 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820
(203) 655-9340
www.neilhauckarchitects.com

Neil Hauck, AIA, established his archi-
tectural practice in 1988.  Since then, 
his fi rm has produced a diverse body 
of work, including new homes, home 
renovations, civic and commercial proj-
ects. He takes a holistic approach to the 
process of design, whereby each project 

evolves as a unique response to the client’s intentions, as 
well as the site and surrounding context. “I begin each proj-
ect by observing such things as the landscape, topography, 
surrounding views, and the site’s orientation to the sun and 
prevailing breezes, so that I can design with these things in 
mind. My goal is to create houses that are light and airy, 
that function well, that blend seamlessly into the natural 
and built environment, and that are beautiful to both look 
out of as well as look at.” 

PATRICIA MAILHOT MILLER ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN, LLC
318 Goodhill Road, Weston, CT 06883
(203) 227-7333  www.PMMArch.com

Pat Miller has specialized in creating 
home renovations in lower Fairfi eld 
County since 1980. From traditional to 
shingle style to contemporary, her ap-
proach to design is to create something 
special and exciting for each client. The 
greatest challenge of a renovation is 

to take a space that people have lived in, and change that 
space to accommodate how their owners’ lives, lifestyles and 
requirements have changed. Her many renovations over the 
years have demonstrated how any house can be transformed 
into a warmer, more gracious and inviting home that fi ts 
the new needs of the owner. Perhaps the greatest sign of her 
success is the recognition of what her clients identify as “A 
Pat Miller House,” a home that combines great design and 
function with charm.

PETER CADOUX ARCHITECTS
35 Post Road West
Westport, CT 06880
(203) 227-4304
www.cadouxaia.com

The son of a builder, Peter Cadoux grew up drawn to the 
design aspect of building.  He then earned both his Bach-
elor of Fine Arts and Bachelor of Architecture degrees from 
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the Rhode Island School of Design.
    Since opening the offi ce 18 years 
ago, he has become increasingly rec-
ognized as an authority on exception-
ally good taste in architecture. His 
work has been nationally featured in 
the New York Times, Forbes, Better Homes 

and Gardens, Bon Appétit as well as numerous Connecticut-
based magazines (Fairfield County Home, Westport Magazine, 
Weston Magazine, and Connecticut Cottages and Gardens.)
 Peter is a member of the National Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA), the Connecticut 
and New York chapters of the AIA, and The National 
Trust for Historic Preservation and is certifi ed by the 
National Council of Architecture Registration Boards 
(NCARB). He is licensed in the states of Connecticut and 
New York.

HUELSTER DESIGN STUDIO, LLC
61 Jesup Road, Westport, CT 06880
(203) 227-5334, www.huelsterdesign.com

ROBERT DEAN ARCHITECTS
111 Cherry Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-8333, www.robertdeanarchitects.com

Robert Dean describes himself as “an academic architect 
of the old school”, with an intimate knowledge of the his-

tory of architecture and a willingness 
to use history skillfully and respect-
fully in the design of each building 
project.  Having studied architecture 
at Penn and Columbia, he has taught 
and written about design and has led 
New Canaan-based Robert Dean Ar-

chitects for over twenty years. 
 Mr. Dean has practiced his art from Virginia to 
New England, and he has established credentials that 
range from historic preservation to community plan-
ning, although his fi rm is best known for creating some 
of Fairfi eld County ’s most memorable residences. Mr. 
Dean describes his approach as being “more interested 
in the beauty than in the logic of creation, although we 
search for the transcendent point at which beauty and 
logic merge and something undeniably new still can seem 
friendly and familiar.”

STEVEN MUELLER ARCHITECTS, LLC
One West Elm Street, Greenwich, CT 06830
(203).869.3758
www.stevenmuellerarchitects.com

Steven Mueller Architects, LLC is a 
principal-based architectural fi rm located 
in the heart of Greenwich, Connecticut. 
The fi rm’s work exemplifi es a personal 
commitment to achieving the fi nest 
architectural expression through a coop-
erative relationship with the client. Each 

project is designed to enhance the lives of the occupants by 
developing practical, dynamic, and creative solutions.
 SMA is a full service enterprise dedicated to design 
excellence specializing in Architecture, Planning, Interior 
Design, and Construction. There is a sincere commitment 
to work creatively and administratively with maximum ef-
fi ciency on each project.
 From estates to cottages each project begins with a 
dialogue between Steven Mueller and the client. A de-
sign concept, created in response to the client’s ideas and 
desires, establishes architectural imagery, style and space. 
This informed process ultimately results in a residence of 
distinction. Visit SMA’s award winning web site to see ar-
chitectural projects ranging from new construction to work 
in progress. 

WADIA ASSOCIATES
134 Main Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-0048, www.wadiaassociates.com

Since starting Wadia Associates over 
30 years ago, Dinyar Wadia has earned 
a reputation for designing and building 
quality high-end homes, gardens and 
interiors. Over the years, he and his 
experienced design team have helped 
sculpt the local environment becoming 

an important regional proponent of Classicism, and creating 
traditional homes.
 Having recently been elected into the INTBAU Council 
of Traditional Practitioners (ICTP), Wadia is one of only 35 
practitioners recognized internationally as holding the high-
est standard in academic, professional, artistic, trade, craft 
and practical activities concerned with building, architecture 
and urbanism that support the objectives of INTBAU. Wadia 
has also been honored with the prestigious Palladio Award 
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