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to create a home in which their
If you were about to visit one
A Shingle-Style home in Wilton
family of nine could live comof Wilton, Connecticut’s largfortably, play, and grow.
est homes, it would be natural
is designed both inside and out around
“From a preliminary conto envision an intimidating
family-centric ideals
versation with the client, we
expanse of wood, stone and
presented an existing plan for
glass. Furthermore, as you apa shingle-style home,” says
proached along the curved drive,
builder Carolyn Wheeler. “They liked the plan immediately,
first glimpses of the wood-shingled rooflines, stone chimneys
but wanted additional space and functionality. That’s when we
and gleaming millwork, set on a castle-worthy summit, would
called architect Jeff Kaufman to complete the vision.”
certainly serve to heighten that anticipation.
According to Kaufman, he ultimately ended up adding apUpon arrival, however, you would be delighted that a strucproximately 40 percent more square footage to the plan. “The
ture of such magnitude was so artfully designed as to appear
fabulous thing about shingle-style architecture is that its design
both spectacular and welcoming. The home’s creative team:
characteristics allow for proportional additions, with elements
architect, Jeff Kaufman of JMKA Architects; builder Carolyn
that add visual interest and maintain human scale,” he says.
Wheeler of Country Club Homes; and interior designer Juli“Like most clients, they had very strong ideas of how they
anne Stirling of Stirling Design Associates, all say it’s because
wanted their home to enhance their lifestyle and satisfy their
the owners’ requirement that every aspect of the design was
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dreams,” says designer Julianne Stirling. “They specifically
wanted a very family-oriented place where they could all spend
time together.”
The nine-bedroom estate does just that. Included in its expansive walls are a music room, a real movie theater with an adjoining 1950’s style diner, and a playroom with a puppet show
stage. There is also an arcade, a pool table and an outdoor pool
with water slide. Perhaps the most surprising room is the fullsized, indoor basketball court.
The home, set on four-plus acres, took 24 months to complete. One of the greatest construction challenges occurred early
in the process. Due to zoning constraints, the basketball court
had to be designed below ground level. The initial 30-foot deep
excavation and foundation wall construction was hampered by
ground water problems and inclement weather.
While the home was still in the framing stage, Stirling began by leading the clients through their vision of the home’s
interior spaces. “I like to start by visiting the clients’ current

LEFT Formal living room is done in muted tones. Mirror from Troy
Art and Framing; vintage sconces are from Rue Faubourg.
ABOVE Designed for an active family, kitchen furniture can handle
seven hungry youngsters. Custom lighting from Rue Faubourg.
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Collaboration between teams addressed client wishes
home. It allows me to get a sense of their personal
style and to begin to plan for which pieces of their
existing furniture will be included in the new plan.”
During the first design phase, Stirling works
from the architect’s plan to create her own design
perspectives, which depict her ideal furniture layouts for each room. Then, walking through the actual empty rooms, Julianne spatially experiences the
designs and tweaks them before selecting furniture,
fabrics and accessories. “It’s not just about beautiful
furniture,” says Stirling, “Each room should draw
you in, and say ‘there is a place here just for you.’”
Often the interior designer collaborates with the
builder and architect about elements or room alterations that will satisfy or enhance the client’s furniture
or their design wishes One such example was the creative team’s collaboration on the details of the master
bedroom’s alcove, bed canopy and wall panel design.

To further enhance the architectural elements
they created, Julianne satisfied the clients’ love of
rich jewel-toned colors by selecting plum silk fabric with hand painted splashes of gold, to line the
alcove. The pale green bedspread, with its iridescent
overtones, is set off by the soft textures and muted
shades of the plum in fabrics used for the headboard,
duster and upholstered bed chair.
According to Stirling, one design mandate for
the master bedroom sitting area was to include “a
place to sit with little ones who sometimes get up
in the middle of the night.” To accommodate, she
selected soft, oversized armchairs, large enough to
snuggle parent and child. A fireplace and a flat screen
TV complete the comfort.
Separated from the sleeping area by arches, the
sitting area’s tall windows and high ceilings presented a design challenge. To balance the scale, Julianne

ABOVE Rich jewel
tones provide the
backdrop for
formal dining.
LEFT Over-sized
chairs in master
bedroom accommodate parent
and child at the
same time.
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LEFT Animal prints add whimsey to the
warm-toned study.
RIGHT Just outside the home theater, a
classic 50s diner area provides the perfect
place for parties or a post-movie snack.
BELOW A carved wooden three-tier
Renaissance Collection chandelier hangs
above the foyer. Wall sconces from Rue
Faubourg; painting by Peter Siegel.

employed visual elements, specifically
the horizontal lines created by 12 automated window shades, as a pause for the
eye. Not only do the shades interrupt the
vertical lines, they also allow fingertip
control of the room’s natural light. The
reproduction light fixture is from Currey
and Company.
Moving from the sitting room
into the master bathroom, at the left is
a cream-colored honed marble shower,
which is set behind floor to ceiling glass
doors. On the right, directly across from
the shower, is the tub alcove which also
includes a gas fireplace. A mosaic tile ‘rug’
from Castelli Tile defines the space, and
above it, an exquisite vintage chandelier,
from Rue Faubourg in Greenwich is the
crowning glory.
The arches between the tub and
shower room were designed to visually separate this area and to also bring
warmth and scale against the height of
the tall ceilings.
In the vanity area, an expanse of
windows offers a panoramic view. Sheer
window coverings were chosen to provide
coverage without obstruction. Having a
pair of sinks set against the backdrop
of window created a design challenge in
placing the mirrors. A vertically pivoting
mirror, which floats above the sink and
in front of the window, solved this.
Custom cabinetry was designed to
disguise necessities like clothes hampers and electrical outlets, an example
of design that delivers esthetics as well
as functionality to streamline everyday
routines. A delightful reproduction chair
70
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RIGHT An inlaid mosaic tile rug is from
Castelli Tile. At the far end, French doors
lead to the balcony.
LEFT Windows in the vanity area, which
flood the room with light, also offer an
exterior view.
BELOW Covering all nine windows in
the little girl’s room are layered valances.
Beneath them, custom window shades
provide privacy.

from the client’s previous home was reupholstered in needlepoint velvet and repurposed at the vanity.
Surprisingly, the guest bedroom is
a departure from the rest of the home’s
tailored décor. Light and airy in brown
and white Brunschig and Fils wallpaper
and fabrics, the room dances in light cast
from the turret windows which frame the
sitting area. Except for the four-poster
canopy bed, the rest of the room’s furniture is painted in shades of white and
green. The sconces above the fireplace are
from Currey and Company. The round
sitting room, complete with armchairs,
reading lights and a coffee-table ottoman is a perfect guest’s retreat.
In the eat-in kitchen, Julianne
choose copies of old museum pieces for
their comfortable and durable furniture
style. The base of the Theiron table has a
rustic, kid-friendly footrest. The table’s
incredible finish is designed to improve
with wear. Stylish, ruggedly sturdy chairs
are from Lorts. The light fixture is a custom design from Rue Faubourg, and the
artwork is from Troy Art and Framing.
This company was also responsible for
re-framing and hanging a very extensive
sports memorabilia collection.
The living room, clearly a more formal space, still radiates warmth with walls
and furnishings covered in soft golden
tones of squash and accents of gray. The
rug, like most selected for the home, is
from Apadana Rugs in Cos Cob.
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ABOVE Stirling
advises clients to
spend a night in
their guest room.
RIGHT Design
team collaboration
resulted in the
alcove, canopy,
and wall panel in
master bedroom.
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Visible through French doors that
separate it from the living room, the library offers a dramatic pop of color in
the form of cabinetry painted in a Chinese red striae with a lacquered finished.
Except for a few accessories, the room
was furnished with the client’s existing
pieces. The leopard throw and zebra valance complete the drama.
Michael Smith Architects, the
in-house architect for Country Club
Homes, designed the pool house/guest
house as a flexible recreational space.
For the upstairs space, Julianne’s design included a pullout sofa bed and
a game table. Downstairs, triple-fold
French doors act as moveable walls, allowing the space to be transformed according to the dictates of weather and
activities. The sleek Palecek sofas and
the Hickory chair are covered in Sunbrella fabrics to withstand wet bathing
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